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On January 10, the "2026 International Vertical Marathon" commenced at the 

Shenzhen Ping An Finance Center, the tallest building in the Guangdong-Hong 

Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area. Supported by the Shenzhen Municipal Culture, 

Radio, Television, Tourism, and Sports Bureau and the People's Government of 

Futian District, Shenzhen, and guided by the Futian District Culture, Radio, 

Television, Tourism, and Sports Bureau, the event attracted approximately 1,500 

participants, including multiple world vertical marathon champions, as well as 

professional vertical marathon athletes and enthusiasts from home and abroad. 

With the sound of the starting gun, participants set off in groups from the West 

Lobby of the Shenzhen Ping An Finance Center, ascending 3,201 steps to reach 

the finish line at the "Sky Observation Deck" on the 116th floor. 

 

 



 

 

After intense competition, Malaysian athlete Soh Wai Ching clinched the elite 

men's championship with an impressive time of 19 minutes and 23 seconds, 

breaking the historical record of the Shenzhen Ping An Finance Center vertical 

marathon course. Croatian athlete Tea Faber successfully defended her elite 

women's title, with both champions setting new personal bests. Rankings for 

the public and team categories were also determined. 



 

 

It is reported that the 2026 edition of the event, themed "Run Up for the New 

Year, Start Now," challenged participants to race vertically along the skyline of 

the Guangdong-Hong Kong-Macao Greater Bay Area—the 599-meter-tall 

Shenzhen Ping An Finance Center, the second-tallest building in China—

promoting the sporting spirit of striving for new heights. As an internationally 

influential independent brand event in the Greater Bay Area, the Shenzhen Ping 

An Finance Center Vertical Marathon has now been successfully held for seven 

editions. Its professional organization, scale of participation, and international 

recognition have earned dual certification and official authorization from the 

World Towerrunning Association (TWA) and the Asia-Pacific Vertical Marathon 

Association (AVA). Recognized as a high-level points race, it reflects the 

international sports community's acknowledgment of Shenzhen's event 



standards and urban credentials. 

 



According to the event organizing committee, this year's Shenzhen Ping An 

Finance Center Vertical Marathon saw a comprehensive upgrade in participation 

scale and lineup, setting a new record for the sport. The professional 

participants included 100 international athletes from 15 countries and regions, 

such as Spain, Austria, Malaysia, and Singapore, who rank highly in TWA points, 

as well as champions from global landmark vertical marathons like Taipei 101, 

the Empire State Building in New York, and the London Tower. Additionally, 

domestic elite vertical marathon, trail running, and marathon athletes took part. 

Meanwhile, the public category featured 65 running groups from Greater Bay 

Area universities, Shenzhen Fire and Rescue, as well as renowned Shenzhen 

companies such as Ping An, Huawei, DJI, and ByteDance, along with specially 

invited elite runners. This demonstrated the event's broad social participation 

and diverse integration, showcasing Shenzhen's vibrant atmosphere of "national 

fitness." 

As an international sports event successfully held for seven editions, the Ping 

An Finance Center Vertical Marathon highlights Shenzhen's global sports vision 

and embodies the city's character of "growing upward" through technology, 

environmental sustainability, and public welfare initiatives. Moving forward, by 

continually enhancing the event's professional organization, international 

visibility, and participation, it aims to become a cultural symbol showcasing the 

Greater Bay Area's international image, promoting cross-regional exchanges, 

and reflecting the city's innovative spirit. 


